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ALONG THESE LINES . ..

WINTER FIRE PREVENTION IN YOUR HOME

Although cooking is the number one cause of house fires during the winter, in 2015-2019 thirteen
percent of U.S. home structure fires were caused by electrical failures or malfunctions. Here are
some electrical devices you should be aware of that can easily start a home on fire if preventative
measures are not taken.

1.

Space Heaters. Do not leave space heaters on for an extended period and never leave them
unattended. Never use it in wet spaces such as bathrooms or kitchens. Keep all materials at
least 3 feet away from your space heater.

Overloaded Outlets. Outlets can carry too much electricity and that will generate a significant
amount of heat. The heat will cause wear and tear which can eventually lead to a fire. To pre-
vent this, plug all appliances directly into the wall receptacle outlet. Replace worn and old exten-
sion cords to avoid accidental overheating. Remember, only plug in one heat producing appli-
ance into an outlet at a time.

Electric Blankets. Electric blankets can malfunction due to wear and tear, manufacturing is-
sues, and improper usage; all contributing to the danger of combustion. Regularly check and
throw out old or worn electric blankets/heating pads. Unplug whenever they are not being used.
Dryers. The leading cause of dryer-related fires is the failure to clean dryer vents regularly.
When lint builds up in the dryer, it is highly flammable and can clog the venting system. Always
clean your dryer lint filter after every load of laundry and inspect the vents every few months for
lint build up. Improper dryer installation can also quickly lead to an electrical fire.

Generators. If you plan to use a portable generator when your power happens to go out,
make sure it is installed properly and ready for operation. Do not set it up in your garage. The
carbon monoxide fumes can poison you. Place the generator at least 20 feet from a structure
with the engine exhaust directed away from windows and doors. Its heat and exhaust can also
damage a home’'s siding and start a fire.

Source: Internet

“Nelghbors helping nelghbors. That's the electric cooperative tradition.”  ...Glenn English, CEO, NRECA
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Build an Emergency Kit Before the Power Goes Out
Here are a few suggestions of what you should have in an Emer-
gency Kit:

o Water-at least a gallon per person, per day

e Non-perishable food (such as dried fruit, peanut butter or en-
ergy bars)

Cash

Prescription medicines

Extra batteries or an alternative power source

Matches in a waterproof container

Flashlights

Whistle to signal for help

Sleeping bag or warm blanket

Nondiscrimination Statement

Mid-Yellowstone Electric Cooperative, Inc. is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Dis-
crimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint filing cust.html, or
at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to re-
quest the form. You may also write a letter con-
taining all of the information requested in the form.
Send your completed complaint form or letter to us
by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director,
Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202)
690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Mark your
calendars

Mid-Yellowstone’s
85th
Annual Meeting

on March 20th...

SAVE $$
PAY YOUR BILL BY

THE
DUE DATE!!

Manage Your Account
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Use SmartHubh to...
-Pay Your Bill
-Check Your Energy Usage

-Set Up Auto Bank Drafts
-Update Account Info
-Contact Member Services

Safe, secure & fast!
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