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Top 8 Electrical Safety Tips

We may think we know all there is to know about the dangers of electrical mishaps, but there are
still electrical safety rules to be strictly observed.

Here are some tips to help you maintain proper caution, to help keep you and your family safe
around the house, and to avoid electrical fires and accidents:

1. Make it a habit to turn off electric games and appliances when they are not in use. Before going
to bed, make it a routine to check that all electrical devices not in use are properly shut off.

2. Leaving your cell phone charger cord plugged into the electric socket without the phone attached
to it can be a hazard to your young children. If your child puts the phone-end of the cord into
his/her mouth, he/she will receive an electrical shock because it is like a hot wire.

3. Never ever overload sockets. It's a safe bet to always use just one plug in every socket. Even if
you are using the adapter make sure it's the bar type that also has a fuse. The total output of all
plugs in the adapter should be no more than the specified rating.

4. Adding a residual current device is an easy way to cut off power and prevent shocks. Another
sensible option is to fix one on the fuse box. Alternately, you can choose a portable one, which
are ideal for outdoor jobs such as using the lawnmower or vacuum cleaner.

5. It's a good idea to periodically keep an eye on the condition of the plugs and sockets. You should
pay attention to any burnt or frayed wires on appliances. It's best to get the services of a profes-
sional electrician to fix such problems.

6. Never allow wires or leads to run under carpets where they remain invisible. Besides being a trip-
ping hazard, its hard to see the state of the cables or wires.

7. Never ever allow electric wires or cables to trail over kitchen appliances like toasters or stove
tops. These are very dangerous and are hazards of the worst kind. Also, never place anything
metal in the toaster, or anything that is not directed to be put in them.

8. Be careful when pounding nails or cutting holes into the walls of your home. It's a potential dan-
ger since you may not know what is behind your point of entry. And you should also take care
when digging or excavating as you run the risk of cutting live underground wire.
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